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WELCOME TO TERM 4
We're heading into the book of James this term. This a great book to think about what it
means to be Christian, and it’s a good time of year to be doing that in the lead up to
Christmas.
As Christians, we do Christmas differently. Christmas for those of us who trust in Jesus is a
moment for remembrance and hope. We look back and see the kindness and humility of
the Lord Jesus in coming to earth and remember why he came and what he means to us.
We are relieved and grateful that Jesus came to die for our sins and bring us to God.
We want to share that with those around us and it’s a great time of the year to look for
opportunities to do that with our family and friends. We can plan to invite them to some of
the different Christmas events we hold at church. We can look for ways to share something
of our Christmas with them.
In the run up to New Year’s, we might also see differences between ourselves and our nonChristian family and friends. As we end 2021, a lot of the people around us are tired and
jaded, or fearful because of COVID-19. In Christ, we are free to be calm, even as we feel
the effects of this virus in different aspects of our lives. We entrust ourselves to God, so we
have a different outlook on life, even if we don’t always get this right. We hope for a better
world away from this one and look to Jesus to bring us there. We long to share this with
the people in our lives who don’t yet trust in Jesus.
James is great for getting us into the right mindset for thinking and acting as Christians. In
James, God draws our attention to our need to keep our thinking and acting in line with
each other. He focusses on different aspects of our behaviour: our thoughts, our
generosity, our prayer life, our speech, and the way we treat our brothers and sisters, and
so on. James helps us to realise that if we trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation, how we act
that out in our daily lives matters. But we can only grow in our behaviour and attitudes by
relying on the wisdom that Jesus brings to us in his gospel: we need God to grow.
So, as we look outwards this term, thinking about those we want to talk to over Christmas
about the Lord Jesus, James will help us look inwards as well. He’ll help us do a stocktake
of our hearts and show us by God’s Spirit how and where we need to repent.
Our prayer for each other as we go into term 4 is that by God’s grace our message will line
up with our lives and that God will continue the good work he has begun in us through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Him,
Josh, Russ and Jen
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WOMEN’S TEACHING DAY

Each year, the women of Redlands get together to hear good teaching and think and talk
together about what this means for our lives. This year, we had Kathy Thurston present the
two Bible talks on God’s Love and Ours, or what true love really means. We were
encouraged to remember that God is the source of all love and that he poured out his love
on us, in the death of his only Son on the cross, to bring us to him. We were reminded of
how we are unable to love truly, outside of, and apart from this. This love sets us free to
love those he puts in our lives the way God calls us to. We can do this because we
understand that we are known and loved by God himself.
After lunch, we each spent time in one of three electives.
Ingrid, Ali and Jocelyn ran an elective on how prayer is a way we love others. After thinking
about the how and why of prayer and sharing ideas for praying in everyday life, everyone
received a prayer journal to use.
Susannah and Annette E ran an elective on how we can love our children. Starting with the
why and how, they moved through to thinking about how we can show the love God shows
us, to our children in practical ways. In this, it was so encouraging to remember that we
love our children out of the knowledge that God loves and forgives us.
Finally, Jennie ran an elective on loving those in our lives with mental health issues. She
encouraged us to trust God with the people we love who have mental health issues and to
honour them as real people, not just problems to be ‘fixed’. We help them best by working
to understand them and walk alongside them, trying to show them that God, in Christ, loves
them and can be trusted.
We ate together, enjoying marvellous food and a great time of fellowship over morning
tea and lunch. We sang together of God’s gracious love in Christ, spent time reflecting on
this and what it means for our lives. We prayed together and enjoyed browsing the
bookstall provided by The Wandering Bookseller.
Thanks to the many people who worked hard to make this happen!
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ADVENT SERIES - FORGOTTEN CHRISTMAS HABITS

Advent. What does it mean to you? Maybe it’s simply that time of the year you begin
hearing Michael Buble’s Christmas album at the local shops. Or maybe it’s when
Christians and churches begin preparing for Christmas, where we celebrate Jesus’ birth.
In truth, advent is often misunderstood by Christians. The words comes from the Latin
adventus which can be translated “coming”. And for centuries advent had a place in
church’s liturgical calendar as a way of recalling the first coming of Jesus, but also as an
opportunity to anticipate his second coming. So, while we often focus on the looking back
aspect of advent, what we often miss is the looking forward element.
This advent we’re going to be thinking about some forgotten Christmas habits. Things like
hospitality, prayer, conversations, singing, and giving to the poor. “Hold on” you might
think. “We haven’t forgotten those things. We still do them at Christmas.” And that’s true.
We do still do those things. Christmas is one of the few times during the year that most
Australians sing. What we might have forgotten though, is why we do those things. We do
them as participation in Jesus’ first coming and anticipation of his second coming.
Why have Christians given to the poor at Christmas? Because they have participated in
God’s generosity to us. In sending Jesus, God pours out his love and grace into the spiritual
poverty of those who trust in him. And there’s also an anticipation of the riches Jesus will
lavish on his people when he returns.
So, join us to be reacquainted with these forgotten Christmas Habits this advent, beginning
on Sunday 5th December at the Capalaba congregations, and Sunday 12th December at
our Victoria Point and Redland Bay congregations.
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REDLANDS YOUTH UPDATE
Redlands Youth has just wrapped up a great
term on 1 Samuel.
We kicked off the term with ice skating. It was
great to see some parents hit the rink as well.
While it was a bumpy start having to do a week
in lockdown, the term went smoothly.
We looked at God's promise of a King for Israel
and followed the stories of Samuel, Saul and
David who sought to lead the people. Through
the highs and lows we reflected upon the way
God fulfilled these promises and more in the
true Kong Jesus.
This term we introduced prayer groups which
saw our older youth step up into looking out for
the younger crew.
We ended the term with a Scavenger hunt
around Cleveland and thank Simon and Ruth
for helping that happen.
We look forward to finishing the year with a
series on the letter to James. We thank God for
what he has been doing so far, especially
through our leaders Josh, Robyn, Will, Angus,
Ben and Ariel, and our fantastic helper Ross
and Sophie. Please keep us all in your prayers.
Also, in term 4, we are keen to welcome our year 6 crew to join for our "see for yourself"
nights. The first of these is our kickoff on the 8th of October. These nights will be an
opportunity for those currently in year 6 to experience youth before they join us full time in
2022.
Kate on behalf of the RY team
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CONVERSATION - BEING A WELCOMING CHURCH
Josh chatted with Howard and Beth Higham
Hi Howard and Beth. You've recently joined us at Redlands and it's great to
have you with us. Can you tell us a bit about yourselves; where you've joined
us from; and which congregation you are part of.
After many years involved in The Church of Christ, we joined the
Presbyterian Church over 25 years ago, in Tasmania, where we worked
for 17 years. We returned to Queensland with our three daughters 22
years ago and settled in Alexandra Hills to be near Beth's parents. After
trying various churches, we eventually began worshipping at Ann St
Presbyterian when we heard David Jones had accepted a call to
minister there. He had been our minister in Tasmania. We became
heavily involved at Ann St, so it has been quite a wrench moving. COVID isolation plus travel and
health matters caused us to rethink and pray about where our church "home" should be.
Capalaba was the obvious choice, being only 5 minutes’ drive away, and so here we are,
attending the 10:30 service.
Moving churches or visiting a church for the first time can be daunting. Was there anything before your
first visit to us that you were nervous or cautious about?
The only thing we were nervous about, was how we would be accepted at Capalaba if people
discovered we were from the church that "stole" Linden and Emma! (We're joking but must
confess that Howard was the one who stood up at Brisbane Presbytery and explained why Ann
St Session thought Linden was a good call for that church. There, it's out! (Confession really is a
good thing!). Capalaba Church came well recommended by Linden of course, and these days
it's easy to observe on-line what the preaching, prayer life and worship style etc. are like, at a
given church. Having moved around the eastern states more than a few times, walking into a new,
unknown fellowship, especially after praying about it, holds no fear for us, and it is interesting,
perhaps exciting, wondering where God is leading us next.
What kind of welcome did you receive at Redlands? Was there anything in particular that helped you
settle in?
The welcome at Redlands has been excellent. From the first Sunday we attended,
people approached us sensitively and in a relaxed and friendly manner. Staying for morning tea
is the best way to break the ice, and we were impressed by the approaches we had, including
Josh making a point of speaking at length to us.
How have you found getting to know new people? What things have people done that have helped you
to get to know new people?
Getting to know people is a two-way street, with both parties needing to make an effort,
however, it's been an easy matter at Redlands. On our very first Sunday, Beth was invited to the
ladies Monday afternoon Bible Study "if she was interested, no pressure", and Howard was
made aware of the men's group held fortnightly on Wednesday mornings. These two groups
are proving invaluable for getting to know people new to us. A friendly "Are you joining us for a
cuppa?" after church has been a helpful encouragement to do just that, as well.
7
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STUDY 1 | FAITH WORKS IN THE HARD TIMES
Have hard times ever made you doubt the goodness of God? What about the direction our
culture seems to be moving? As James, the first leader of the church in Jerusalem, writes to
Christians throughout the world, particularly Jewish ones, most of his audience are suffering and
their culture is headed for disaster. A severe famine has hit the entire Roman empire, hitting
Judea even harder than most other places (see Acts 11:27-30). Poor farmers can’t pay their rent.
Rich landowners are often vicious in their response. Tensions escalate between rich and poor,
establishment and rebels, climaxing just a few years after James writes in a violent revolt against
Roman occupation. This is the revolt that ends in the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple. If
God is good, how could he let all this happen? Can he still be trusted in such times? Let’s see
what James has to say…

Responding to Trials
READ | James 1:1-18
1.

How should we regard our trials and why? (v2-4, v12)

2.

It’s fair to say that probably isn’t the natural reaction to trials! How can we get the wisdom
to understand our trials this way? (v5)

3.

In vv6-8, James says there’s a danger that you might ask for this wisdom but not really
mean it. What kind of doubts about God’s character could lead you to not really want
wisdom from him?

4.

What do vv13-18 say to doubts about God’s character?

5.

What’s the ultimate display of God’s character in v18? Why is this the ultimate display?
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Wisdom in Trials
James doesn’t pretend the bad times aren’t bad. They are. But he says there’s a good purpose
for the bad times: they give us a chance to show that our trust in God is genuine and lasting (vv24), which is what we need to receive eternal life (v12). If we have trouble seeing this good purpose
for the bad times, we can always ask God himself for wisdom (v5). We just need to be sure that’s
what we really want, instead of just wanting the bad times removed (vv6-8). Part of this wisdom
will be remembering that God is consistently good - past, present and future - a fact proven in
the way he saved us through Jesus: “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth” (v18).
That shows what he’s like toward us, always, even in the worst times.
6.

When you’re doing it tough financially, how can you know God’s still good to you? (vv9, 18)

7.

When you’re going well financially, what should be most important to you? (vv10-11, 18)

8.

What kind of trials have made you doubt God’s goodness to you?

9.

If you had to go through similar trials again, how could you get through them still trusting in God?

Pray for each other, for wisdom to understand the good purpose of your trials, and that you’d
persevere in trusting God. Through the rest of the series we’ll see that our faith has profound
implications for how we relate to other people…which means our faith needs to be solid first!
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STUDY 2 | FAITH IS MEANT TO WORK
Last week we saw that James is writing to Christians in troubled times. The economic and social
hardships they’re facing are putting pressure on everyone. And it’s showing. James says that it’s
times like these that show God is actually growing his people and challenging them to trust him
more. But it’s hard to grow spiritually if you take your eyes off the gospel. Let’s listen to James
challenge us to be ‘word of truth’ people - from the inside, out!

Living Faith
READ | James 1:19-27
1.

What are the basic Christian behaviours that James emphasises in verses 19 and 27?
From what you remember about what was happening at the time, why would these
behaviours be so important for his readers?

2.

James says “humbly accept the word planted in you” (v21). What’s this ‘word’? (see 1:18)
Why would someone not ‘humbly accept’ it?

3.

The mirror analogy is about knowing who you are, but then forgetting it a few minutes
later (vv23-24). What does the gospel message say about who we really are? Why is it
important to remember that?

4. James calls the gospel “the perfect law that gives freedom” (v25). What’s freeing about the
gospel – especially when it comes to how other people think of us and treat us?
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5. According to v26, one key indicator of a person’s spiritual
progress is how they talk. That’s exactly what Jesus said too.
According to Jesus, where do our words ultimately come from,
and what do they show? (check Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel
in the sidebar.)

The gospel is not just a new religious system. It’s God’s powerful
message that he ‘plants’ in our hearts. It’s the defining truth which
should shape every aspect of our lives. In the gospel, God is not
angry at us anymore, but forgiving. So, we should be forgiving too.
In the gospel, God is not selfish but generous. So, we should be
generous too. But sometimes the busyness, discouragements and
temptations of life take their toll. We forget who God has made us to
be. We forget his gracious love and kindness. And we walk around
in life not always reflecting the reality of the gospel in our lives. So,
James reminds Christians to not just know the gospel - but to live it
out! He says, don’t be deceived. Don’t blend into the world’s ways.
Live in light of the word planted in you - the powerful good news!

Luke 6:43-45
“No good tree bears
bad fruit, nor does a bad
tree bear good fruit. 44
Each tree is recognized
by its own fruit. People
do not pick figs from
thornbushes, or grapes
from briers. 45 A good
man brings good things
out of the good stored
up in his heart, and an
evil man brings evil
things out of the evil
stored up in his heart.
For the mouth speaks
what the heart is full of.
43

Real Religion
6.

Share a time when someone in your church did something for you that was consistent with
‘gospel living’. What was it and how did it make you feel?

7.

Widows and orphans in the ancient world lacked any real support network. Who needs
practical love in our church and local community?

8.

Modern life is crazy busy and disorienting at times. What causes you to take your eyes off
the beauty and power of the gospel?
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9.

How can we help each other to live out the gospel in more practical ways?

10. What’s one concrete thing you will do this week to live out the gospel?

James is calling Christians to be who God has made them to be. It’s a wonderful and challenging
journey of growing together. Let’s pray that we would be people who deepen in our faith, and
that we might show that in our everyday lives. Let’s also keep encouraging each other in all sorts
of practical ways as we follow Jesus together. Let’s not just hear the ‘word’ - let’s do this!
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STUDY 3 | FAITH WORKS: FOR THE RICH & THE POOR
In chapter 1 James asked his readers to turn their way of looking at the world upside down. He
wanted them to see that the trials they were facing were actually good for them, in light of their
faith in the gospel. This week’s passage asks them to turn their world upside down in another
way. This time, it’s about how they think of other people…

Favouritism in the Church
READ | James 2:1-7
1. According to verse 1, what kind of belief rules out favouritism?
Any ideas why?

2. What is it about the type of favouritism on display here that
makes people “judges with evil thoughts”?

3. What effect does James say this behaviour had? (v6)

Luke 6:20-21,24
Looking at
[Jesus] said:
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disciples,

“Blessed are you who are
poor, for yours is the kingdom
of God. 21 Blessed are you who
hunger now, for you will be
satisfied. Blessed are you who
weep now, for you will laugh...
24
“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received
your comfort.”
20

4. How does James “reframe” the thinking of his readers on
material riches and their desirability? How does this develop
the theme James started in 1:9-11?

his

James is saying that Christians should have an upside-down view of what constitutes true
blessing. Once Jesus displayed the possibility of glory coming through suffering, victory out of
humiliation, he gave us a whole new way of looking at the world.

Misplaced Zeal
As the head of the church in Jerusalem, James was constantly dealing with “thousands of Jews
who have believed but who were still zealous for the law,” and wanted to insist Gentile believers
took on the whole law too. (See Acts 21:17-22 to see how serious this became!) In this case, ‘the
law’ means the instructions God gave to Israel in the Old Testament scriptures, which Jesus
reduced to ‘Loving God and loving your neighbour.’ But with all their zeal for the details of the
law, they’re missing the essence.
READ | James 2:8-13

Murder

5. Some people seemed to be using the law to justify
themselves. What is James’ response to this?

At this time is was common for
the rich to protect their
financial interests fiercely with violence, if necessary.
This included sending violent
debt collectors if the indebted
party refused to pay up. So
where
the
rich
were
concerned, “If you murder”
wasn’t just hypothetical. It was
standard business practice.
So why are they honouring
the rich?

6. Having shown the problem with using the Old Testament
law to justify themselves, James reminds his readers of
the new dynamic that’s at play in the ‘law that gives
freedom’ (i.e. the gospel). What is this new dynamic and
how should it be playing out in the lives of his readers?
(vv12-13)

Mercy

James started his argument against favouritism to the rich by
appealing to their common belief in Jesus Christ. He ends it
by reminding them that the consequences for failing to live
Jesus’ lifestyle of mercy and compassion is that you won’t be
shown mercy yourself.
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The Greek word ἔλεος
(translated here as ‘mercy’)
doesn’t only mean not giving
someone the legal sentence
they deserve. It also covers
the territory of compassion or
pity. So it encompasses the
whole attitude where seeing
someone’s fate moves you to
act kindly towards them.

Faith Works for Rich & Poor
7. What type of people do you tend to gravitate towards, when
appearances are all you have to go on?
Luke 14:12-14

8. What external markers are likely to make you avoid someone?

Mercy, compassion and kindness are the ways that our God has acted
towards us lowly humans in the gospel. Despite us having nothing of
ourselves that he needs or would benefit him.
9.

How can we reignite our compassion towards people we won’t
benefit from?

10.

Plan out some specific actions that you personally or as a group
might take towards people who can’t give anything back

Jesus said to his host,
“When you give a
luncheon or dinner, do
not invite your friends,
your
brothers
or
sisters, your relatives,
or your rich neighbors;
if you do, they may
invite you back and so
you will be repaid. But
when you give a
banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind, and
you will be blessed.
Although they cannot
repay you, you will be
repaid
at
the
resurrection of the
righteous.”

It’s faith in the merciful Lord Jesus - who looked down on us with compassion despite our
rejection of Him - that drives us to have compassion on those who are less gifted than ourselves,
as the world understands giftedness.
Pray that we would be able to see people through God’s eyes, showing mercy to those who have
nothing to give us in return, because we know that is how God has loved us. Spend some time
praying that Christians would never forget who they serve and the standard by which they will be
judged. Pray that Jesus’ mercy and compassion to us would be our model.
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STUDY 4 | LIVING FAITH WORKS
Faith is a funny thing. How do you know whether or not you’ve got it, and whether it’s real? There’s
also a long running tension between faith and ’good works’ as to which is the real ‘currency’ of
getting right with God…

Some Questions from James
1. In this week’s passage James asks a series of awkward questions that go to the heart of the
nature of true faith. READ | James 2:14-26, and identify and write down each of his
questions:
Question 1.

Question 2.

Question 3.

Question 4.

Question 5.

2. Nice work! You've just created your own study. Now discuss and answer each question - first
your way, and then with the answers James gives.
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3. What questions and concerns are you left with? (Does anything
seem to contradict other parts of the New Testament?)

Show and Tell

Romans 4:4-5

To the one who works,
wages are not credited as
a gift but as an obligation.
However, to the one who
does not work but trusts
God who justifies the
ungodly, their faith is
credited
as
righteousness.

Galatians 2:16b

People often suggest that James contradicts Paul's teaching on
"salvation by faith alone, through grace alone" (see sidebars). Read
James 2:14-26 again in your group. Look for, and emphasise as you
read, the words “Show me”, “show you” (in verse 18) and “You see”
(in verse 22) and “You see" (in verse 24)

We have put our faith in
Christ Jesus that we may
be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the
works of the law, because
by the works of the law no
one will be justified.

Ephesians 2:8-9

4. What difference does reading this way make to understanding
the point James is making?

It is by grace you have
been saved, through
faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that
no one can boast.

So far in his letter, James has been reminding his readers that the gospel - which he calls “the
perfect law that gives freedom” - needs to be liberally applied in the way we live out our lives
of love. Our faith needs to actively be put to work. What we do - the way we live, and love, and
care - shows the world our faith. And for James, an invisible faith isn’t real faith at all!
5. James gets right to the point in 2:14-17. What kind of evidence will demonstrate a real and
living faith? What evidence was there of the real and living faith of Abraham? (vv20-24)

6. What evidence was there of the real and living faith of Abraham? (vv20-24)
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7. What evidence was there of the real and living faith of Rahab the prostitute? (vv25-26)

8. Is there any outward, visible evidence of the real and living faith of YOU?

9. Are there any encouraging things you can say to others in your group about the practical
evidence you have seen of their real and living faith? Give some examples.

We tend to be very introspective about faith - we look endlessly inside ourselves for evidence of
our feelings and get nervous whenever there’s a flicker of doubt. But for James, it’s about much
more than intellectual assent to truths about God, which even the demons believe (v19). What
are you going to do this week to show yours? Pray together and ask God to give us opportunities

to show our faith more clearly.
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STUDY 5 | FAITH WORKS IN YOUR SPEECH
As we’ve seen, the situation of James best fits a period before 66AD when social tensions leading
to the destruction of Jerusalem were infiltrating the life of the church.
Sociologist Gilbert R. Rendle claims that societies swing from times of cultural harmony where
everyone works together, to times of individualism, where people expect to have their own needs
met, marked by aggressive behaviour and meanness. Rendle argues that churches are often the
same. “In much the same way, [we default to]…cultural standards of behaviour...hidden agendas,

oppositional subgroups, blaming, and in too many cases, accusations and name calling.”
Instead of defaulting to cultural behaviours or complaining about people in our individualistic
society ‘out there’, James says that if we follow Jesus, we need to practice new behaviours that
show how our faith and lives align.
1

G.R. Rendle, Behavioural Coventants in Congregations (Bethesda:Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 1999) 19

1

Unrestrained Speech
1. In chapter 3, the heart of the letter, James expands on his earlier comments in 1:26-27.
What’s the real difference between worthless and pure religion?

2. We live in a world where a careless Tweet can ruin international relations, global economies,
and the lives of millions. When have you said or texted something you wish you could
unsend?

READ | James 3:1-12
3. Draw pictures to illustrate how James describes the tongue in these verses:

4. What’s the point of the comparison between the tongue with bits, rudders and a small fire
(vv3-6)? What’s the impact if we don’t keep our tongues in check?
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5. Look at verses 7 and 12. In Genesis 1:28 God commands humanity to subdue the earth and
have dominion over every living thing. How has your own tongue proved untamable?

6. If you’ve ever been uncomfortably aware of a ‘disconnect’ between your words on a Sunday
and your language through the week, how do you feel about James’ appraisal of the
inconsistent words that come out of our mouths?

7. Break into pairs or triplets to find the main point Jesus is making in: Read Matthew 7:15-20;
12:33-37; 15:17-20. Where does Jesus locate the root cause of our evil and careless words
and deeds?

READ | James 3:13-18
8. List the outward conduct James expects in those who are either worldly or wise to God:
Earthly Wisdom

Wisdom from above
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Transformed Hearts
James is painting a picture of what it looks like to not just claim to trust in Jesus but genuinely
live it out. But this change, taming our own tongue, is beyond us. This obedience requires
grace, transformed hearts that only God can provide. In verse 14, James suggests that the
starting point for a life that results in peace, not discord, is to be truthful about the state of our
hearts before God.
9.

How might we be more effective in our gospel mission and witness if we look to Jesus to
tame our tongues?

10. In verse 1, why is it essential that anyone wanting to become teachers are mature in Christ
with Jesus-tamed tongues?

11. What change are you hoping to see in your own life as a result of this study?

Pray for each other that your faith in Jesus, “the wisdom from heaven”, would tame your
untamable tongue, and that all around you, peace would take the place of conflict.
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STUDY 6 | FAITH WORKS IN YOUR COMMUNITY
Last week we saw how faith in Jesus should bring about genuine change - a change of heart that
should impact every area of life including our words. This week James focuses on how the gospel
will change the way we live in community…

The Danger of Being a Friend of the World
READ | James 4:1-12
1. What seems to be happening in the church James is addressing? (vv1-2) Are you surprised
by that?

2. What’s causing these fights, quarrels and killings, according to James? (see also 3:14-16)
Is this true of your own experiences?

3. What’s James’ solution to their fighting and the deeper problem of their misplaced desires?
Why isn’t this working for the readers?

Though James doesn’t explicitly explain what fights are happening in the church, he’s clear about
what motivates them. They’re a symptom of a much bigger underlying problem. Just as the
mouth demonstrates the state of our hearts (as we saw last week), so too do our actions. Their
hearts are divided. They’re double minded: still living as if they belong to this world - chasing the
same desires others in the world are after - instead of being changed by their faith and living for
God. It’s this deeper conflict James addresses next...
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4. What’s “friendship with the world”? What damage does it
cause?
James 1:27

5. Is James calling us to physically separate ourselves from
the world, or does he have something else in mind here?
[see references in sidebar]

Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep
oneself
from
being
polluted by the world.

John 17:14-18
I have given them your
word and the world has
hated them, for they are not
of the world any more than
I am of the world. 15 My
prayer is not that you take
them out of the world but
that you protect them from
the evil one. 16 They are not
of the world, even as I am
not of it. 17 Sanctify them by
the truth; your word is truth.
18
As you sent me into the
world, I have sent them into
the world.
14

6. Isn’t jealousy a bad thing? What does it mean that ‘God is
jealous’? How does that affect us?

7. How does pride get in the way of responding to God
appropriately? Why does God value humility? (vv6-10)
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1 John 2:15-17
Do not love the world or
anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world,
love for the Father is not in
them. 16 For everything in
the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life—comes
not from the Father but
from the world. 17 The
world and its desires pass
away, but whoever does
the will of God lives forever.
15

8.

In the final two verses, James returns to the problem of the law. It seems some people are
using the Old Testament law as a measuring stick to judge how others in the church are
living. But James puts that thinking into perspective, saying it’s arrogant to judge others by
the law when you yourselves can’t live up to everything it says. Jesus is the only one who will
judge and save (v12). This honest appraisal of who we are will bring humility, not only before
God, but also toward those around us. How does humility before God affect the way they
are to treat one another?

9.

Think honestly about the last time you had a fight or were critical of someone (eg. with
your partner, workmates, friends, person from church). What was the cause of it? What did
it reveal about what you treasure/desire?

10. What makes humility hard for you? To grow in humility, what things do you need to reevaluate about yourself? What things do you need to be reminded of about God?

Spend time praying about how you might live in the world without “friendship with the world”.
Ask God that you not be double-minded. Ask instead for humility before God and a willingness
to listen to him and love our brothers and sisters in Christ.
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STUDY 7 | FAITH WITH ATTITUDE
James has been writing to real world Christians. Christians enduring hardships, but not
necessarily equally. Christians who seem to be on two different levels of the social divide. He’s
been switching back and forth, urging each to live out a faith that works. It’s a faith that joyfully
endures trials knowing that the crown of life awaits those who persevere. A radically
transformational faith which tunes ears and tames tongues and practically cares for the
vulnerable.
In this next section, we’re seeing an outworking of the command and promise he’s just given to
believers. “Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up” (4:10). James is promoting
faith with a particular kind of attitude . It’s a must have attitude for Christians, and a key to
overcoming the kind of argy-bargy so often present in the church.

Shameless Self-Promotion
1. Read James 4:13-17 & summarise with the formula – do this, not this, because of this
reason.
Do this…

Not this….
Interesting facts

Because…

2. It’s possible James has a particular situation in mind as he
writes, but there are lots of ways this kind of boastful
attitude can come out. Can you list off a few ways we selfpromote and boast like this?

3. Why would a boastful attitude be incompatible with faith in
Jesus?

The 21st century has seen the
rise of the shameless selfpromoting phenomenon – the
selfie. Non-profit organization
Rawhide
found
some
interesting selfie stats:
 74

percent of Snapchat
photos are selfies.
 1,000 selfies are posted on
Instagram every second.
 In 2015, more people died
from taking selfies than from
shark attacks.
Woody Allen

4. When, if ever, do you use the phrase, “Lord willing”?
Should you?
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“If you want to make God laugh,
tell him about your plans.”

Shameless Self-Indulgence
5. Read James 5:1-6 and summarise with the formula – do this, not this because of this reason.
Do this…

Not this….

Because...

6. Let’s get real – would you rather be rich or poor?

7. James says some surprising things. He promotes joy in trials but mourning for the rich. Why
should the rich mourn?

8. Why doesn’t James just tell the rich to get rid of their money? What else could they do with
it? (4:17)
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Patient Waiting
9.

Read James 5:7-11 and summarise with the formula – Do this, not this because of this
reason.

Do this…

Not this….

Because…

10. We can all be patient for a time. What is it that tips you over the edge and what kind of
things do you grumble about?

11. How could patiently waiting for the return of Jesus (like the farmer for the rain) prevent
grumbling for you?

12. James concludes this section by reminding us that “the Lord is full of compassion and
mercy” (4:11). That seems to be the key to patiently waiting for him. What concrete actions
could help you remember the compassion and mercy of Jesus in the hard times?

James is calling believers to have faith with attitude - the right kind. Where you’re not boasting
or grumbling, but being patient, trusting the Lord and standing firm. Pray for each other, that
when things are going well for you, you won’t be self-promoting or self-indulgent, but humble
before Jesus and generous to others. Pray that when things are tough for you, you won’t grumble
against others but patiently wait for Jesus. Pray that your faith in Jesus will shape your attitude in
the good times and the bad.
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STUDY 8 | FAITH PRAYS
As we’ve seen, James is all about relationships. But from the very start James has been clear: the
key to our relationship with other people is our relationship with God. God shows us his character
in the good news about Jesus, and if we believe it, we’ll reflect God’s character to others. The
good news about Jesus offers us love and mercy, and if we believe it, we’ll offer love and mercy
to others. It makes sense then that James ends by coming back to our relationship with God…

Honesty & Forgiveness
Sermon on the Mount

READ | James 5:12-20
1. James starts the final section of his letter in v12 with a quote from
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. There, Jesus was urging complete
honesty before God, not just when you’re swearing an oath. How
has honesty before God been important in earlier parts of
James? (e.g. 1:5-8; 1:13,16; 3:14)

2. v13 then applies this principle of honesty before God to the
poor and the rich James has been addressing throughout the
letter. The poor should bring their troubles to God in prayer,
honestly acknowledging that he is their only hope. The rich
should praise God in song, honestly acknowledging that all the
credit for their happiness goes to him. How could such honesty
before God help the fractured relationship between rich and
poor Christians?

3. vv14-16 concern prayer about sickness. What do they imply can
be a potential cause of sickness? Does this apply to all sickness?
Why or why not?
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Jesus addresses his disciples
in Matthew 5:
33
“Again, you have heard that
it was said to the people long
ago, ‘Do not break your oath,
but fulfill to the Lord the vows
you have made.’ [Numbers
30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21] 34
But I tell you, do not swear an
oath at all: either by heaven,
for it is God’s throne; 35 or by
the earth, for it is his
footstool; or by Jerusalem,
for it is the city of the Great
King. 36 And do not swear by
your head, for you cannot
make even one hair white or
black. 37 All you need to say is
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything
beyond this comes from the
evil one.

4. In vv15-16, which is the greater concern for the sick person, their physical health or their
spiritual forgiveness? (note: a more literal translation of v15 is, ‘The prayer offered in faith
will save the sick person; the Lord will raise them up’)

5. Verses 17-18 tell part of the prophet Elijah’s story from 1 Kings. When Israel had to be shown
their sin, he prayed for famine and it was answered. When Israel needed to remember God’s
mercy, he prayed for rain and it was answered. How might this example help James’
audience, especially given their own situation of famine?

6. What’s the chief concern the letter ends with in vv19-20?

7. Recall some of the extreme sins going on among James’ audience: unjust litigation (2:6);
murder (2:11; 4:2; 5:6); leaving people to freeze and starve (2:15); public slander (3:9; 4:11).
If someone had done these things to you or those you love, would you want them to be
forgiven? Would you want to do the hard work of turning them back to God so they could
be forgiven?
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8.

Recall 2:13-14. How might the gospel implications in 2:13-14 help you turn back those
who’ve sinned against you?

Faith Works
James ends the letter as he has written throughout: faith in Jesus has implications which you just
live out toward others if your faith is real.
9.

In this series on James, where have the implications of faith in Jesus most challenged you?

10. What are the main things you’ll be doing differently as a result? How will you do it?

Pray for each other, that you really would have faith in Jesus, even in the worst times, showing
that in your prayers, showing that in the way you relate to the people in your life, even when
they’re sinning against you. Pray for those you know who need to trust in Jesus and live out that
faith themselves, that through seeing God’s love in your love, they might be saved just as you are.
Pray that your faith would really work.
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NOTES
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