For almost eighteen months, we as a church have found ourselves in strange places. First, there’s
been a global pandemic that changed the way we live and experience church. Second, our
denomination, PCQ, is in Receivership, creating significant uncertainty with what’s ahead. These
are circumstances that we as a church have not sought out. They’ve made life hard. They’ve
disrupted our plans. They’ve been unsettling.
In seasons like this we do well to remember that being in strange places has been the normal
experience of God’s people throughout history. In fact, the relative comfort many of us have
experienced over the past four decades is something of an outlier. It has not been the case for
many of our brothers and sisters around the world.
Yet the great testimony of the Bible and history is that God is with his people in strange places.
This term we’re going to look at that in the life of Joseph from Genesis 37-50. In short, Joseph’s
life took him through many strange places. He had incredible ups and downs. And through it all,
God was with him, sovereignly working out his good purposes.
Isn’t that good news for us in our strange place? I’m really looking forward to what God will teach
us this term and how he’ll use his word and his sovereign control of this season to conform us to
the likeness of his Son, Jesus. The challenges we are facing do not mean God has abandoned us.
In fact, he has us right where he wants us. The question for us is are we willing to listen to what
he’s saying? Are we humbly seeking his will for us even if that involves some pain? I hope your
answer to those questions is “Yes!”
While our plans of doing big, three- to five- to ten-year visions, have been put on hold for the
moment, there is still great opportunity for us to grow as a church. There are people who still
need to be saved. A deeper community to be formed. And greater love and trust in Jesus to
cultivate. We look forward to you joining us in doing that!
Yours in Christ,
Josh and Russ

We have all been devastated by the news that PCQ is in receivership. I have been asked to write
about how I am praying for PCQ during this difficult time.
Firstly, I open by focusing on our Mighty, Sovereign and Holy God. He is more powerful than any
crisis we may face, and has promised, “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy
31:8 (NIV). I give him praise and thanksgiving that he is in control, no matter what may happen.
Secondly, I ask the Lord for forgiveness of my personal ongoing sinfulness and that of my sisters
and brothers in Christ in PCQ.
Thirdly, I pray for those in leadership of PCQ (Assembly, Presbyteries, and local Charges), that
our loving Father would sustain them, strengthen them, and give them wisdom as we all work
through the process of receivership.
Fourthly, I pray for all who are feeling overwhelmed, hurt, and disillusioned with PCQ. I pray that
they will be comforted by the Lord and realise that we are all sinners saved by grace. I pray that
we will all find love and forgiveness in our hearts for one another as the Lord Jesus Christ has
commanded us.
Fifthly, I pray that we will not allow the devil to tempt us into worrying about and focusing on
property and finances. No matter what happens to material things, I pray that our primary focus
will always be the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ because no one can take that away from us.
Finally, I give thanks that we have the everlasting truth of God’s word and gospel that we are to
proclaim to a world that is lost in the darkness of sin.
Your brother in Christ,
John Nicholls

Living by Love
Saturday 11th September
It's almost time for the women of our congregations to get together for a day of Bible teaching,
prayer and fellowship. This year, we are pleased to welcome Kathy Thurston who is going to
speak to us about love. Most of us think we know all about love, but the Bible reminds us that we
all need to grow in this area. Kathy is going to open the Bible with us and help us think through
how we are loved by God in Jesus and how this sets us free to love deeply. Come ready to be
challenged and encouraged!
Women of all ages:
Men:

Please plan to join us!
Please pray for us as we meet, and think about how you might be able
to serve us on that day. Maybe you might come along to set up or serve
or mind the children or cook dinner for your wife/mother/sister.

Meet our speaker: Kathy Thurston
Kathy is originally from Sydney, having come to faith in Jesus in 1976 when she was fifteen. She
is married to Dave and they have three adult children. She and Dave have served in many
Presbyterian churches in NSW and are now in Queensland for a short period. They have delivered
a mentoring course within PCQ and been involved in the current review of PCQ. Kathy mentors
women and is committed to helping people and teams grow in health so that they can be used
by God. We asked her a couple of questions...

What is the highlight of your week?
“Having been the wife of a pastor for 35 years, I never thought I would be saying that the highlight
of my week is going to church on a Sunday. Why has meeting together with a group of ordinary,
often struggling, diverse, sometimes uncool Christians become so important to me? Well, it’s
what God does with us, a seemingly weak and unimpressive group, when he gathers us. That is
so exciting. Church is God’s idea because he knows that we need one another. As we gather to
sing, pray together, sit under his Word, encourage one another to follow our Lord, care for one
another, and live the ups and downs of being Jesus’ disciples together, God does his work in us,
in others and corporately, in our church.”

What have you been learning about love this year?
“Having lost my Dad this year, I’ve been reminded of the wonderful gift it is to be loved by
someone. I am thankful to God for the love I received from him and do receive from others, but
it makes me want to be that loving person for others. I’m also learning that loving others well is
hard and requires self-sacrifice, humility and perseverance. I can’t do it in my own strength but
Jesus’ love for me forgives and motivates me.”

When your kids invite their friends to church
There’s a lot to learn as we encourage our kids to invite their friends to Church, Kids Church and
Youth Group.
Sometimes it goes well… One day I said to one of my children, “So next term year 6’s are allowed
to start going to Youth Group. Do you have any friends from school you’d like to invite?” My child
thought about it and then suggested one friend that might come.
Two years prior, we’d invited this family to the Christmas Carols on the Lawn, and they came and
enjoyed it. So, the friend started coming regularly to Youth Group. After hearing my child and
the friend talk about how much fun they had, another friend decided to come too for a year. The
first friend also came to the PCQ Fun & Adventure Camp for teens and asked lots of good
questions about the Bible in the car on the way home. It was so encouraging! Three years later
the friend has kept coming and last year the younger sibling joined too.
Over the last few years, we have kept inviting their families to Christmas, Easter and events like
the Mark Drama. Sometimes they can make it, sometimes they can’t. I’ve been teaching my
children that keeping the invitation open is important so that their friends and their families have
opportunities to hear the gospel.
However, sometimes things don’t go so well… It is not always easy for our kids. Another child
invited a friend to Church two years ago. Their family came for about 3 weeks. On the 4th week,
the church service had started and I couldn’t find my child. I went looking and eventually found
the child sitting out the front waiting. The friend couldn’t come that week and my child was really
disappointed and upset. They came a few weeks more on and off, but then stopped coming.
Fast forward two years, and after being invited again, they came to the Christmas Carol service
and enjoyed it so much they came back for several weeks. My child was really excited to have the
friend coming again. But then sadly, the family dropped off coming.
Even when inviting friends doesn’t work as well as we’d like, we can still help our kids develop
resilience and help them to understand that this might just be one part of this person’s journey
in discovering Jesus and to keep praying for them. We need to encourage them not to give up,
to keep inviting their friends and to keep looking for opportunities to share the gospel with them.
Have you asked your teens and kids which friends they’d like to invite to Youth Group, Kids
Church and Church?

Redlands Youth have had a great first half of the year. We kicked
off the first term with Glow Games at Wellington point and trialled
a SNR break out group for their Q&A night during the term. This
was a good opportunity for our SNR group to connect with their
new leaders, Robyn and Josh. Our content focused on the book
of Acts, following the disciples as they lived for Jesus in trying
times. We were challenged by the similarities between our world
and theirs, and encouraged that we, as modern-day followers of
Jesus, can share the gospel empowered by the same Spirit. We wrapped up the term with a great
night of laser skirmish, which we were able to hold in the church car park, thanks to the team at
“Laser Tag in a Box”.
Second term kicked off with a game night at the Howlett’s. It was a great
way to partner with our church family, as well as an opportunity for the
youth (and leaders) to let out their competitive side. During second term
we went through an overview of the Bible, starting at creation, working
our way through to the new creation. We finished the term with a fire-pit
turned movie night, as the rain forced us inside. We thank God for those
who come along regularly from different parts. Please pray for the youth
who attend. This term we especially noticed the range of kids who’ve
come. We have some who have grown up in the church, some who know
lots about the Bible and how it fits, and others to whom this was new.

Please pray that as the youth grow in their understanding, that
God would be at work in their hearts. Please pray that we would
find ways to connect as a bigger group. Lack of camps and dinners
has changed this for us. We have been encouraged by the youth’s
willingness to get involved in things such as our youth spot. We
are thankful for the volunteers who have helped run activities and
help with cleaning the hall. Please join us in praying for further
opportunities to grow, love and share for the next term.
Kate on behalf of the RY team; Josh, Robyn, Ben, Angus, Ariel, Will, Ross, Bek and Sophie

Shore Hope Youth sprang into term 2 with a trip to Bounce Trampoline Centre. This was a
great time for us all to get to know each other a little better, especially since Lucy and I haven’t
been around for long. We’re praying that the relationships built during the ups and downs of
trampolining together might go some way to preparing us for the ups and downs of following
Jesus together.
At this stage Shore Hope Youth is about 6-8 youth meeting every fortnight and we’ve been
tracking along with the same series we’ve been doing in church, looking at the same passages
in a little less detail. In term 3, we’ll be starting our own series looking at a broad overview of
the Bible.
One of our biggest encouragements this term was seeing the baptism of
Josh Hughes. We’re really glad to have been able witness God’s grace
on display in Josh’s life in this way, and it’s clear that Josh wants to follow
Jesus for his whole life. God is so good!!

Please pray:
•
•
•

that our youth ministry at Shore Hope would be formative for a life of knowing Jesus and
making him known.
that our youth ministry would be fruitful, seeing many new faces light up with the news of
the gospel.
that in all of this, God would be glorified in and though our youth as they know and grow in
him.

Genesis 37
Introduction:
Revise what you know about Jacob. How many children does he have? How many wives? How
many concubines?

How is family life going for him? Would you like to grow up in Jacob's family? Why/not?

1.

Why do Joseph's brothers hate him? (See verses 2, 4, 8, 11)

2.

What does his father think of Joseph? (37:3-4, 10-11)

3.

What does Genesis 37:12-17 tell us about Joseph?

4.

When and why do his brothers decide to kill him? (37:18-20)

5.

Compare the roles of Reuben and Judah. How do they act and why? (37:21-30)

6.

How and why do they deceive their father? (37:20, 31-33)

7.

How does Jacob's reaction help us understand him? (37:34-35)

8.

Choose a word that sums up Joseph so far. Explain your choice to your group.

9.

How does Joseph so far remind us of the Lord Jesus?

10. Jesus explains the origin of murder as hate in Matthew 5:21-2 It is hard to admit that you
might 'hate' someone. Read through Matthew 5:21-26 and think of who you might have
contempt for, look down on or be glad that you never had to see them again (if that were
possible). How can you pray that God will do good into the lives of these people? How
often do you need to pray for them?

11. This chapter reminds us that our lives don't go according to our plans or expectations.
How can you trust God with the life you are living right now? What do you resent or regret
that you need to talk to God about? What is hard to deal with that you need to see as not
an interruption but a chance to follow Jesus well? What is great right now that you need to
be thankful about? Who do you need to love better right now?

12. Who do you know who needs to know Jesus? Pray that you will have a chance to talk to
them about how they are going this week.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to love our neighbours as our ourselves. Let's confess the times we fall
short of this.
Pray for parents that they will not play favourites and deal justly with their children.
Pray for our hearts, that we will turn away from contempt, hatred and envy which lead
to worse sins.
Thank God for Jesus, who was hated and despised but forgave from the heart.

T

Genesis 38
Introduction:
Can you think of a time when you've been tempted to solve a problem by doing the wrong
thing?

1.

What is Judah's problem? (38:1-11)

2.

What is Tamar's problem? (38:14)

3.

How does Tamar try and solve her problem? (38:12-19)

4.

What does 38:20-23 tell us about Judah?

5.

How does Judah react to his daughter-in-law's immorality? What does this tell us about
Judah? (38:24)

6.

How does Tamar rescue herself? (38:25-26)

7.

What does Judah conclude about her? What does he think he has done wrong? (38:26)

8.

Who pleases God in this chapter? How do we see God's mercy at work here?

9.

Read 38:27-30 and then read Matthew 1:1- How does God glorify himself through this
awful situation?

10. How does Jesus show us a different path for our lives? (For example, see Hebrews 12:1-3)

11. This chapter shows us two people who avoid hard conversations. That's not the worst
thing they do, but that's a way they end up sinning fairly spectacularly. Having hard
conversations can be a way of trusting God and dealing well with a difficult situation. What
are you like at hard conversations? How good are you at having them well? How can you
get better at trusting God to have these conversations? What do you need to remember?
How do you need to pray about this?

12. Pray for someone who needs to know Jesus. Pray that you will have an opportunity to
show them love this week.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls on us to trust him for all our lives. Let's confess those times we haven't trusted
him.
Pray for people in helpless situations: pray for God's rescue and intervention. Pray that
they will trust him.
Pray for our hearts, that we will be working hard to be content, even with less than ideal
situations.
Thank God for Jesus, who endured suffering rather than sinfully turning away from
God's rule of his life.

Genesis 39
Introduction:
What is it like to be tempted? What kinds of things do you think? What kinds of things might
you feel?

1.

What kind of man is Potiphar? (39:1, 5)

2.

How much authority does Joseph have in his house? What kind of life is he likely to be
leading? (39:4-6)

3.

Why is Joseph so successful? (39:2-3, 5)

4.

What sins destroy this goodness? (39:6b-20)

5.

What does Joseph say? What does he do? What does this tell us about Joseph? (39:8-9, 12)

6.

How does Joseph fare in jail? Why? (39:21-23)

7.

Compare Joseph and Potiphar's wife with Judah and Tamar (from Genesis 39). What is the
same? What is different? What does the Judah and Tamar 'interruption' to the Joseph
story tell us about Jacob's sons?

8.

How is Joseph like Jesus? How does that help us to trust God with our lives? (See 1 Peter
2:18-25)

9.

Despite the suffering of slavery and false imprisonment, Joseph is blessed. Why would
that matter to Joseph? How might that matter to us? (See 1 Peter 1:3-9)

10. How is Joseph an example for us of how to resist temptation? What does he think? What
does he do?

11. What does he say? (Matthew 6:9-13; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13)

12. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that God would bless this
person with Christian friends or contacts, and that these people (including yourself) will
glorify Jesus in the way you act towards this person.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to say 'no' to temptation of all kinds - greed, lying, lust, pride, etc. Let's
confess our sins to God and ask for his mercy in Christ.
Pray for those of us who are caught up in a tangle of sin. Pray that they might be freed
from this and seek to serve Christ alone.
Pray for our hearts, that we will see temptation and call on God for help, who offers us
a way out.
Thank God for Jesus, our sinless Saviour who, despite temptation, never gave in to sin
for one moment, but always lived for God's glory.

Genesis 40-41
Introduction:
Name something about the world that has totally changed in your lifetime. Were you expecting
that change?

1.

How do the butler and baker end up in Joseph's care, telling him their dreams? (40:1-7)

2.

Summarise the butler and baker's dreams, interpretations and what then happens to them.
(40:9-22)

3.

What is Joseph's one request? What does the butler do? (40:14-15, 23)

4.

Summarise Pharoah's dream and subsequent problem. (41:1-8)

5.

How has God prepared the way for Joseph to solve Pharoah's problem? (41:9-14 and
earlier)

6.

Compare Joseph's response to Pharoah with his response to the butler. What might we
expect to change? (40:8b; 41:16)

7.

What else does Joseph do besides interpreting the dream? (41:25-37)

8.

How does Pharoah's response fit with the pattern of Joseph's slavery so far? (41:38-49, 5357)

9.

How do the names of his children show us Joseph's attitude to God? (41:50-52)

10. How can Joseph be an example to us of living for God in any circumstance? What do you
his words and actions show us about the God he trusts despite everything? (See
Colossians 1:9-12)

11. How does God encourage us to trust him with the difficult circumstances of our lives?
(Romans 8:28-39)

12. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that God will do a work of
grace in their life and cause them to be long to know him.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to live for his glory. Let's confess those times we don't care much about
his glory and prefer to live for our own glory.
Pray for those who have to make difficult decisions in government: our politicians,
other influential 'rulers' of institutions, etc. Pray for wisdom and good governance.
Pray for our hearts, that we will learn more and more what it means to live a life
worthy of the Lord Jesus, growing in our knowledge and love of him.
Thank God for a Saviour who endured such suffering for our sakes, knowing that his
death would bring us life.

Genesis 42-45:15
Introduction:
In one (short) sentence, explain how you might be tempted to respond to people who had tried
to murder you for no reason, then decided to sell you into slavery to make a quick buck and lied
about your whereabouts to your much loved father?

1.

What is the problem in the Promised Land? What is Jacob's problem? (42:1-5)

2.

How does Joseph respond to them? Why? (42:6-20)

3.

How do the brothers understand what is happening to them? How does Jacob respond?
(42:21-22; 35-38)

4.

Why do they return to Egypt with Benjamin? (43:1-10)

5.

How does Joseph respond to them this time? (43:19-44:5)

6.

Who does Judah plead for in his speech? Do you think he is telling the truth? Why/not?
(44:18-34)

7.

How does Joseph resolve the situation? What are his priorities? (45:1-15)

8.

Choose a word to describe either Judah or Joseph. Why did you choose that word?

9.

When you are sinned against by others, how can Joseph help you to respond well? (See
also Luke 6:37-38; 8:17)

10. Most of us know we need to forgive those who hurt us because of Jesus. (So, Ephesians
4:32) But many of us struggle with the more minor issue of others disappointing us. A
common pattern in churches is that we end relationships badly because we are
disappointed in the other person or people and then we gossip about them. How can
Joseph's example help us with this? What might it mean for us to be disappointed in
someone and still love them well? How do you need to pray about this?

11. How does Jesus' response to those crucifying him help us to get our priorities right? (Luke
23:33-34)

12. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that God will enable you to
make contact with them this week and find out how they are going.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to follow Jesus, laying down our lives and therefore, our desires for
vengeance. Let's confess to him those times we've taken justice into our own hands.
Pray for those in unjust situations for all kinds of reasons. Pray for God's mercy in
their lives and justice for them on earth.
Pray for our hearts, that we will not give into bitterness or revenge, but by God's
grace realise how much we need mercy and learn to live by it.
Thank God for the Lord Jesus, who shows us the way to forgiveness and out of
kindness to us, has forgiven us so much.

Genesis 45:16-46
Introduction:
God has made us many promises: which one means a great deal to you personally?

1.

How does Pharoah respond to the news? What does Joseph send back with them? What
do these things tell you about Joseph? (45:16-23)

2.

Why might Joseph speak to his brothers as he does in verse 24?

3.

How does Jacob respond? (45:26-28)

4.

How does God's promise to Jacob as he leaves the Promised Land eclipse Pharoah's
promise to him? (46:1-4; compare 46:16-20)

5.

Describe Jacob's move to Egypt. (46:5-7, 27)

6.

Why might all these people be listed here? (46:8-27)

7.

What do we learn through the reunion of Joseph with his father? (46:28-30)

8.

How does Joseph set up his brothers for the meeting with Pharoah? (46:31-34)

9.

Identify all the threats to God's promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) that we have
encountered since Genesis 3 How do God's words in 46:1-4 reorient us to the 'great story'
behind all this? (See 1 Corinthians 1:20)

10. What promises has God made to you? What do you feel threatens them? How does God's
faithfulness in the life of Joseph help us trust him more?

11. God understands our need for deep and connecting relationships and meets this in Jesus.
How does 1 John 3:1-3 help us to look forward to a 'reunion' with Jesus and live for him
now?

12. What is the 'problem' with living on promises? When do God's promises to you in Christ
feel unreal or not good enough? What are some helpful ways to change the way you think
about feel about them?

13. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that God will give you the
courage to ask them what they think of God.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to trust his word. Let's confess those times his promises seem to us to
be weak or unreliable.
Pray for those who need to trust in God and his word. Pray that God will be merciful
to them and open their eyes to trust in Jesus.
Pray for our lives, that we will not just hear the word of the Lord but be shaped by it
and live it out.
Thank God that Jesus always trusted in God's word and it shaped his identity and
mission all the way to the cross and beyond.

Genesis 47
Introduction:
Choose an example from your life or current events of power and authority used well.

1.

How does the interview with Pharoah go for Joseph and his brothers? (47:1-6)

2.

What account does Jacob give of his life to Pharoah? How does this help us understand
Jacob? (47:7-10)

3.

How does Joseph come to 'own' Egypt on Pharoah's behalf? (47:13-21)

4.

How does Joseph use this power? (47:23-26)

5.

How do the Egyptians respond to Joseph's rule? (47:25)

6.

What does the family of Jacob own? (47:6, 11-12, 27)

7.

What does Jacob ask Joseph to promise? Why is this important? (47:29-31)

8.

Good rule is a gift from God. How does Joseph demonstrate that? How should we
respond to rulers? (Acts 4:18-20; Romans 13:1-7)

9.

How does Jesus use his power and position for our sake? (For example, see 1 John 2:1-2,
Hebrews 2:17-18, Ephesians 1:18-19)

10. Where in your life do you have power, particularly in relationships? Who do you make
decisions for and about? Most of us have quite a lot of power but we don't think we do so
we never think about how we use it. How do you use your power and influence? How can
you get better at using your power and influence the way Jesus did?

11. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. What could you be praying for this
person that they might find meaningful? Pray that you might be able to share with them
that you are praying for them.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to submit to and fear his Son, who is the most powerful in the universe.
Let's confess that we sometimes do not fear and serve Jesus first.
Pray for those Christians who live in countries where it is difficult and confusing to know
what to obey and how. Pray for wisdom, courage and endurance.
Pray for our hearts, that we will be willing to live under authority: to God and to those
he has placed in authority over us.
Thank God that Jesus has never misused his power and in fact uses all he has for our
good and our benefit, even today.

Genesis 48-49
Introduction:
If someone says or writes #blessed what are they usually referring to? Is that what you think a
'blessing' is?

1.

What relationship do Joseph's eldest two sons come to have to Jacob? (48:1-6; See 1
Chronicles 5:1-2)

2.

What events are important to Jacob as he is about to die? (48:7-11)

3.

How does Jacob bless Joseph's eldest sons? What does Joseph think of this? (48:12-22)

4.

What does Jacob think of Reuben, Simeon and Levi? What does this tell you about Jacob
and his sons? (49:1-7)

5.

How does Jacob's blessing of Judah differ? Does Judah deserve it? Why/not? (49:8-12)

6.

Who is mentioned in his blessing of Joseph? How does this reflect what we've read about
Joseph's life? (49:22-26)

7.

What do you think about Jacob's last words to his sons?

8.

Why is Jacob so specific about where to bury him? (49:29-32)

9.

How does the way God blessed Joseph through his life relate to how you expect or know
God to bless you? What is similar? What is different?

10. How does Jesus fulfill this promise to Judah? How does this help us recognise that he is
true King of Israel? (Luke 3:23-38, esp. v33)

11. What is our Heavenly Father like towards us, despite our weakness and sin? How does this
help us understand what earthly fathers should be like? (Matthew 6:25-33)

12. [For fathers] How are you going as a father? Do you deal with issues as they arise? Do you
have favourites? Do you hold your children to account? Do you pray for your children?
What one thing would you like to prayerfully grow in with being a father in the next year?
How can you remember to prayerfully work on this?

13. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that you will have a chance to
share with this person what Jesus means to you.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•

•

God calls us to live out our relationships with others before him. Often we forget this
and think it's all about ourselves. Let's confess our selfishness to God.
Pray for fathers: that they will be generous, godly and prayerful men, who make every
effort to raise their children carefully and well.
Pray for our own hearts, that we will be people who invest in our relationships without
resentment or bitterness. Pray that we will ask God for what we need to love our
neighbours well.
Thank God for the way Jesus brings us to the Father, revealing his love for us and his
determination to bless us.

Genesis 50
Introduction:
Do you think Joseph expected the life he had from his boyhood dreams? What might he have
expected?

1.

Describe the death and burial of Jacob. Who is most involved? (50:1-11)

2.

Where do they bury him? Why is this important? (50:12-13)

3.

What do brothers do? Why? (50:15-18)

4.

Are they telling the truth? Have his brothers changed since Genesis 37?

5.

How does Joseph respond? (50:17b-21)

6.

Why does Joseph respond this way? What is his view of God? Of his brothers? (50:19-20)

7.

How does he speak to his brothers as he is about to die? (50:24-25)

8.

Why does he give instructions about his bones? How is this an expression of his faith?
(50:24; Hebrews 11:22)

9.

How do Joseph's words in 50:20 help us to reframe our life story when we are harmed by
others?

10. Sometimes when we are trying to forgive, we think of the evil done to those who have
harmed us, to cause them to act that way. Joseph does not: he is unsentimental. How does
being honest about how someone or some people have been evil help us to think clearly
and Christianly? How does Joseph show us an example of not judging in doing this? (v19)

11. Who do you need to forgive? What word would describe where you’re up to on this
journey? How can your group prayer for you as you press forward to forgive? What do you
need from God right now? (Ephesians 4:32)

12. The crucifixion of Jesus is the greatest evil in our history. How does Peter help us to
understand that as part of God's plan? (Acts 2:22-24) Why does it matter that God is
sovereign over our evil?

13. Pray for someone in your life who needs to know Jesus. Pray that God will give you
wisdom to know how to keep the conversation going with this person.

Ideas for Prayer:
•
•
•
•

God calls us to forgive without judging or bitterness. Let's confess the times we have
not done this but judged and nurtured a lack of forgiveness in our hearts.
Pray for those who are struggling to forgive as they follow Jesus. Pray that God will set
them free from the pain of unforgiveness and give them strength to forgive.
Pray for our hearts, that we might be quick to see the hand of God in keeping us and
caring for us, even despite suffering and difficulty and be grateful.
Thank God that Jesus did not die by accident but laid down his own life out of love for
us, to save us from sin and evil.

.

