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been a global pandemic that changed the way we live and experience church. Second, our
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In seasons like this we do well to remember that being in strange places has been the normal
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experienced over the past four decades is something of an outlier. It has not been the case for

many of our brother s and sisters around the world.

Yet the great testimony of the Bible and history is that God is with his people in strange places.
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life took him through many strange places. He had incredible ups and downs. And through it all,

God was with him, sovereignly working out his good purposes.
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the likeness of his Son, Jesus. The challenges we are facing do not m ean God has abandoned us.

In fact, he has us right where he wants us. The question for us is are we willing to listen to what
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While our plans of doing big, three - to five- to ten-year visions, have been put on hold for the
moment, there is still great opportunity for us to grow as a church. There are people who still
need to be saved. A deeper community to be formed. And grea ter love and trust in Jesus to

cultivate. We look forward to you joining us in doing that!

Yours in Christ,

Josh and Russ
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We have all been devastated by the news that PCQ is in receivership. | have been asked to write
about how | am praying for PCQ during this difficult time.

Firstly, I open by focusing on our Mighty, Sovereign and Holy God. He is more powerful than any
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31:8 (NIV). I give him praise and thanksgiving that he is in control, no matter what may happen.

Secondly, | ask the Lord for forgiveness of my personal ongoing sinfulness and that of my sisters
and brothers in Christ in PCQ.

Thirdly, | pray for those in leadership of PCQ (Assembly, Presbyteries, and local Charges), that
our loving Father would sustain them, strengthen them, and give them wisdom as we all work
through the process o f receivership.

Fourthly, | pray for all who are feeling overwhelmed, hurt, and disillusioned with PCQ. | pray that
they will be comforted by the Lord and realise that we are all sinners saved by grace. | pray that
we will all find love and forgiveness in our hearts for one another as the Lord Jesus Christ has
commanded us.

Fifthly, | pray that we will not allow the devil to tempt us into worrying about and focusing on
property and finances. No matter what happens to material things, | pray that our prima  ry focus

will always be the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ because no one can take that away from us.
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proclaim to a world that is lost in the darkness of s in.

Your brother in Christ,

John Nicholls
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Living by Love
Saturday 11th September

It's almost time for the women of our congregations to get together for a day of Bible teaching,
prayer and fellowship. This year, we are pleased to welcome Kathy Thurston who is going to
speak to us about love. Most of us think we know all about love, but the Bible reminds us that we
all need to grow in this area. Kathy is going to open the Bible with us and help us think through
how we are loved by God in Jesus and how this sets us free to love deeply. Come ready to be
challenged and encouraged!

Women of all ages: Please plan to join us!

Men: Please pray for us as we meet, and think about how you might be able
to serve us on that day. Maybe you might come along to set up or serve
or mind the children or cook dinner for your wife/mother/sister.

Meet our sp eaker: Kathy Thurston

Kathy is originally from Sydney, having come to faith in Jesus in 1976 when she was fifteen. She
is married to Dave and they have three adult children. She and Dave have served in many
Presbyterian churches in NSW and are now in Que ensland for a short period. They have delivered
a mentoring course within PCQ and been involved in the current review of PCQ.  Kathy mentors
women and is committed to helping people and teams grow in health so that they can be used

by God. We asked her a couple of questions...

What is the highlight of your week?

éHaving been the wife of a pastor for 35 years, | never thought | would be saying that the highlight
of my week is going to church on a Sunday. Why has meeting together with a group of ordinary,

often struggling, diverse, sometimes uncool Christians become «~ s{ §~2 ®" | ® ®~ { k (
God does with us, a seemingly weak and unimpressive group , when he gathers us. That is so
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pray together, sit under his Word, encourage one another to follow our Lord, care for one another,
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and corporately, in our church. é

What have you been learning about love this year?
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someone. | am thankful to God for the love | received from him and do receive from others, but it
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love for me forgives and motivates me. é
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When your kids invite their friends to church

P r k 2addt te learn as we encourage our kids to invite their friends to Church, Kids Church and
Youth Group.
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to start going to Youth Group. Do you have any frien i « p& ~{ «gr ~~z -~ {ii zs
thought about it and then suggested one friend that might come.
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enjoyed it. So, the friend started coming reg ularly to Youth Group. After hearing my child and

the friend talk about how much fun they had, another friend decided to come too for a year. The

first friend also came to the PCQ Fun & Adventure Camp for teens and asked lots of good
guestions about the Bi ble in the car on the way home. It was so encouraging! Three years later

the friend has kept coming and last year the younger sibling joined too.

Over the last few years, we have kept inviting their families to Christmas, Easter and events like
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children that keeping the invitation open is important so that their friends and their families have
opportunities to hear the gospel.
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invited a friend to Church two years ago . Their family came for about 3 weeks. On the 4 ™ week,
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disappointed and upset. They came a few weeks more on and off, but then stopped coming.

Fast forward two years, and after being invited again, they came to the Christmas Carol service
and enjoyed it so much they came back for several weeks. My child was really excited to have the
friend coming again. But then sadly, the family dropped off coming.
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in discovering Jesus and to keep praying for them. We need to encourage them not to give up,

to keep inviting their friends and to keep looking for opportunities to share the gospel with them.
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Redlands Youth have had a great first half of the year. We kicked
off the first term with Glow Games at Wellington pointand trialled
a SNR break out group for their Q&A night during the term. This
was a good opportunity for our SNR group to connect with t heir
new leaders, Robyn and Josh. Our content focused on the book
of Acts, following the disciples as they lived for Jesus in trying
times. We were challenged by the similarities between our world
and theirs, and encouraged that we, as modern -day followers of
Jesus, can share the gospel empowered by the same Spirit. We wrapped up the term with a great
night of laser skirmish, which we were able to hold in the church car park, thanks to the team at
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Second term kicked off wthagam k | sqr ® " ® ®r k 6~
way to partner with our church family, as well as an opportunity for the
youth (and leaders) to let out their competitive side. During second term

we went through an overview of the Bible, starting at creation, work ing
our way through to the new creation. We finished the term with a fire -pit
turned movie night, as the rain forced us inside. We thank God for those
who come along regularly from different parts. Please pray for the youth
who attend. This term we especiaz z - | ~®s gki ®r k &~
come. We have some who have grown up in the church, some who know
lots about the Bible and how it fits, and others to whom this was new.

Please pray that as the youth grow in their understanding, that

God would be at work in their hearts. Please pray that we would

find ways to connect as a bigger group . Lack of camps and dinners

has changed this for us. We have been encouraged by theyo = ®r i «
willingness to get involved in things such as our youth spot. We

are thankful for the volunteers who have helped run activities and

help with cleaning the hall. Please join us in praying for further
opportunities to grow, love and share for the next term.

Kate on behalf of the RY team; Josh, Robyn, Ben, Angus, Ariel, Will, Ross, Bek and Sophie
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Shore Hope Youth sprang into term 2 with a trip to Bounce Trampoline Centre. This was a

great time for us all to get to know each other a little better, k « 8k gs”*zz- «s| gk > g
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trampolining together might go some way to preparing us for the ups and downs of following

Jesus together.

At this stage Shore Hope Youth is about6-£2 - ~ ®r {kk®s| g k k2. p~2 ®|
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the Bible.

One of our biggest encouragements this term was seeing the baptism of
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Jesus for his whole life. God is so good!!

Please pray:

1 that our youth ministry at Shore Hope would be formative for a life of knowing Jesus and
making him known.

1 that our youth ministry would be fruitful, seeing many new faces light up with the news of
the gospel.

1 thatin all of this, God would be glorified in and though our youth as they know and grow in
him.






